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ECON 410 - INTERMEDIATE MICROECONOMIC THEORY
Jeremy Petranka

Quick Links
Books On Reserve
Clickers
Clicker Rebate Form
Course Calendar

305A Gardner Hall

Office Phone: 919-966-5377

Department of Economics

Office Hours: T, Th 5:00-6:00pm

University of North Carolina

Flex Office Hours: W by appointment through Sakai

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3305

Email: petranka@email.unc.edu

Please take a moment to join our Facebook group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/140907879333622/.
If the link doesn't work, search for "Econ410" (all one word). You should see my smiling face as the picture. Click
into the group then click "Ask to Join Group" (it's probably in the upper right). I'll approve all requests that come
through.

Course Specs

Email Addresses
Excused Absence Form

Overview

How To Do Well in Econ

Question: Consider what each of these questions have in common:

PeerWise Login

1.

Regrade Request Form
2.

3.

Why did the Federal Trade Commission block the AT&T/T-Mobile merger? Did they expect cell-phone
costs to go up? Were they worried that fewer poor individuals would be able to connect to the internet,
potentially widening the digital divide? Were they correct in blocking this merger?
Do people tend to be more prone to relationships with people who are similar to themselves? If so, can
this help explain lower employment rates in specific demographic groups? Could enacting school
policies to increase friendship diversity initiatives possibly help alleviate persistent employment
disparities?
Why is the political climate in America currently such that Congress has a lower approval rating than
head lice, colonoscopies, and Nickelback?

Answer: They each ask a question about individuals making choices. They have also been addressed, to
some extent, in the Economics literature.
Microeconomics is the theoretical study of individual decision-making. If you have been around humans
for any period of time, you have undoubtedly recognized the fact that predicting behavior is not an easy
task. This course will show how math (specifically Calculus) along with a few assumptions can offer us
significant predictions on the way people, groups, and, firms act. The course will be divided into three
sections, with the first focusing on Consumer Theory, the second focusing on Producer Theory, and the last
focusing on Game Theory.
The course has two major goals:
1.

2.

Introduce the basic concepts of Microeconomics on which more advanced concepts are built. While we
will occasionally analyze more complicated problems, the majority of this course is devoted to teaching
a few standard concepts used throughout the Economics literature.
Teach you to "think" in a manner beyond fact recall. Develop the ability to quantitatively analyze a
situation using mathematical methods. Learn to not just solve a mathematical problem, but recognize
how your results can represent a real-world phenomenon.

Prerequisites
1.
2.

ECON 101
MATH 231 or STOR 113

If your calculus skills are extremely rusty, you might want to consider purchasing "Calculus for the
Managerial, Life, and Social Sciences" by Soo T. Tan (you can find an older edition on the cheap).

Required Course Materials
1.

The required textbook is Intermediate Microeconomics: The Science of Choice by yours truly. It is
available through www.lulu.com. Please note that you can oftentimes find online coupon
codes for lulu.
A. Traditional: The traditional paper version of the book can be purchased at the bookstore or
at www.lulu.com.
B. eBook: Unfortunately, the eBook version is no longer available.

2.

TurningTechnologies Clicker - Any of the following TurningTechnologies clicker models can be used in
the course. The bookstore has the ResponseCard RF LCD. If you purchase a new clicker, you are
eligible for a $10 rebate from TurningTechnologies (see below for details).
A. ResponseCard RF - Bare bones model

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html
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B.
C.
D.

ResponseCard RF LCD (recommended) - Similar to the RF, but includes an LCD screen to
verify your input
ResponseCard XR - Upgraded model that allows numeric entry (which we will not be using)
ResponseCard NXT - High-end model with all the bells and whistles

If you purchase a new ResponseCard, you are eligible for a $10 rebate from TurningTechnologies. To
redeem the rebate, go to https://rebates.turningtechnologies.com/ and enter the rebate code RUNC5.
Please note you must submit the receipt and the clicker box. By sending them your box, you likely will
be unable to sell your clicker back to the bookstore (although I'm not 100% sure). That being said, I'll
be teaching this class for the forseeable future, so finding someone to buy your clicker next semester
will likely not be too difficult.

Optional Course Materials
Besides our primary textbook, you might find additional textbooks helpful in their treatment of the subject
matter and the availability of extra problems. If you would like to check-out or purchase a separate
textbook, most any "Intermediate Microeconomics" textbook will have similar content, and older additions
will likely be just as useful as newer additions. In addition, I have put the following books on 2-hour
reserve in the library. Please note the similarities in the book names and authors. Make sure you receive
the book you actually requested.
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.
9.

A Short Course in Intermediate Microeconomics with Calculus, Roberto Serrano - Text
most closely aligned with our course. Had this book existed a few years ago, I would probably be using
it today.
Microeconomics: Theory & Applications with Calculus, Jeffrey Perloff - Also fairly closely
aligned with our course. Includes many of the calculus concepts we cover in a fairly accessible manner.
Microeconomics: Theory & Applications, Edgar Browning and Mark Zupan - Similar to
Perloff's book. Many of the chapters end with a "The Mathematics Behind..." section that includes
some of the calculus we will be using.
Microeconomic Theory: Basic Principles and Extensions, Walter Nicholson - A slightly
more mathematically advanced treatment of the material with many worked-out in-chapter examples
and test-quality end-of-chapter problems.
Intermediate Microeconomics and its Application, Walter Nicholson and Christopher
Snyder - The most recent edition of the above book, with a more accessible treatment. Less workedout in-chapter examples and more graphical explanations than earlier edition.
Microeconomics: Theory and Applications, Dominick Salvatore - Nice graphical treatment
of microeconomic concepts. Calculus is exluded from the exposition, focusing on the intuition and
visual explanations.
Price Theory and Applications, Jack Hirshleifer, Amihai Glazer, and David Hirshleifer Similar to Salvatore's book, with less intuition and more graphical analysis.
Microeconomics and Behavior, Robert H. Frank - If Salvatore's book and Perloff's book had a
baby.
Microeconomics, Robert Pindyck and Daniel L. Rubinfeld - Very non-technical treatment of
the material.

Another textbook that is highly recommended, but not available in our library is:
1.

Microeconomic Theory, Concepts and Connections, Michael Wetzstein - Fantastic book
closely aligned with our course. Some of the material is slightly more technical than our approach, but
not by much. We use Chapter 19 for the basis of our treatment of Intertemporal Choice.

Laptop/Cell-Phone Restrictions
Unless you have a documented visual, auditory, or learning disability requiring the use of a laptop, all
laptops and cell-phone usage is restricted during class. The first time you violate the restriction, you will be
warned. The second time you will lose all Clicker points for the day. If you are expecting an important
phone call (job interview, family illness, etc.), please notify me before class then sit in the back of the class
near the exit.

Primary Lectures
Attendance
10% of your course grade will be based on your performance on in-class clicker questions (or your Midterm
average, whichever is higher). As such, there is an quasi-attendance requirement. If you miss a lecture,
please take the following steps in the order listed to obtain the missing material.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Review the posted Slide Deck for the class.
Read the text corresponding to the class's content.
Talk to other students and acquire copies of their notes.
Discuss any questions you have on the content with a TA during an EIM session.

Clickers

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html
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In almost every lecture, there will be opportunities for students to earn points by answering questions with
their TurningTechnology clickers. Students are required to bring their clickers to lecture each day. There
are no opportunities to make up missed clicker points. However, in order to allow for illness, technical
problems, and other unforseen emergencies, there is a 10% curve on your clicker score (not to exceed a total
score of 100%). This equates to 2-3 days worth of clicker points.
Prior to Tuesday, January 14, you must register your clicker with TurningTechnologies. The instructions
and registration links are available as Quick Links to your left, or can be reached through
z
z

Student Registration Instructions
Student Registration Website

Using any clicker other than your own is a violation of the Honor Code. Having another individual use your
clicker is a violation of the Honor Code.

eRecitations
Requirements
There are no formal recitation sections in this course. However, at certain points throughout the semester
you will be given an eRecitation to watch. The eRecitations are self-contained lectures relating to topics
that lend themselves to self-study. You are responsible for the content in the same manner as a regular
lecture, but you may watch it at any time during the week. One week after each eRectiation is posted, you
will likely have an in-class clicker question(s) or homework questions(s) related to the material. It is
estimated that you will have approximately 5 eRecitations throughout the semester.

Technical Requirements
The eRecitations are created as Flash presentations. As such, you need a Flash-enabled system to have full
operability. This means you won't get the full eRecitation experience on an iPad. The library has Flashenabled browsers available for those who only own non-Flash enabled systems. If, however, you do not care
about full operability and only want to watch the eRecitations (without seeing the in-video questions), then
you can watch the .mp4's on almost any device.

EIM (Extended Intermediate Microeconomic) Sessions
Standard EIM Logistics
Throughout the semester, whenever regular UNC classes meet on a Monday-Wednesday, extended sessions
will be held according to the following schedule. A graduate TA will be present during each session to
answer any questions you have not concerning the current homework assignment. The sessions are firstcome, first-serve, with a 20 minute limit per individual if multiple students are waiting. If no students are
waiting, you can spend as much time as you need with the graduate TA.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Day Session(s)

TBD

N/A

TBD

N/A

N/A

Evening Session

TBD

TBD

TBD

N/A

N/A

To find the time/location of an EIM session, please refer to the Course Calendar Quick Link to the left or
directly navigate to http://tinyurl.com/econ410-calendar.
On evenings for which a HW Help Session is scheduled, the HW Help Session will take the place of the EIM
session.

Flex EIM Logistics
In addition to the Standard EIM Sessions, we will also be offering Flex EIM Sessions. Specifically, if you
would like to meet with a TA on Thursday or Friday or have a schedule conflict preventing you from
attending the Standard EIM Sessions, you may request a Flex EIM Session by emailing econ410flex@unc.edu. In your request, please include the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Your name
Your pid
Your section
The best manner to contact you
Times you are able to meet during the week
Location preference

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html
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TA's will be holding up to 8-hours of Flex Sessions per week, on a first-come/first-serve basis. Each student
may request up to an hour per week. On high-demand weeks, we will limit the Sessions to 30 minutes per
student. Multiple students can attend a single Flex Session, if desired. If four or more students would like
to attend a single Session, they may request a 2-hour Group Session.
If you are requesting a Flex Session, the location will likely be in the TA's office, although specifics will be
determined on a Session-by-Session basis.

Missing TA's
If you the Course Calendar shows a TA should be attending an EIM session but a TA is not present, please
use the Quick Links on the left to send an email to the Head TA and me so we can get someone to the
session as quickly as possible.

Email Correspondence
Email Logistics
Besides the EIM sessions, throughout the week graduate TA's will be available to answer email questions.
From Monday-Thursday, if you send an email you should expect a response within 24 hours. From FridaySunday and on holidays you should expect a response within 48 hours. Please note if the question is
particularly complex, you might be redirected to an EIM or Office Hour session.
All questions should be sent to one of the following email addresses, which can also be found on the Quick
Links to the left:
1.

2.
3.
4.

Administrative Questions - Any question relating to when the class will meet, where EIM sessions
are held, what percentage of the grade a certain assignment is, missed assignments, etc. should be sent
to econ410-admin@unc.edu.
Concept Questions - Any question relating to the subject matter of the course, but not the current
HW assignment, should be sent to econ410-concepts@unc.edu.
Flex EIM Session Requests - Any request for a Flex EIM Session should be sent to econ410flex@unc.edu.
HW Questions - Any question relating to the current HW assignment should be sent to econ410hw@unc.edu. Please note any question of the form "is this right" or "is this wrong" will not be
answered.

Late Email Responses
If you send an email and do not get a response in the specified time, please forward your question to the
Head TA using the Quick Link to the left, as well as the specifics on when/where you sent the email. If the
Head TA does not respond within 24 hours, send an email directly to me.

Facebook
Facebook Logistics
Most class announcements I post through our Econ410 Facebook Group, which can be found here. If you
have a Facebook account, please request to be added to the Group. If you do not have a Facebook account,
email me directly and I will send you a dummy username/account you can use.

Facebook Rules
I encourage active student participation on the Facebook site. That being said, with 500+ participants
things can get a bit...cluttered. With that in mind, one of our TA's will act as the Facebook moderator and
will remove posts that do not adhere to these rules:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

No posts offering the class a nice job opportunity. For instance "Make $20/hr working in your
pajamas!"
No posts offering the class a cheap vacation. For intance "Go to Cancun for only $399!"
No posts discussing the level of difficulty (or ease) or a particular assignment. For instance "That
midterm sucked."
No personal attacks. For instance "Is Dr. J getting balder?"
No posts that directly give the answers to assignments. For instance "The answer to #18 is A". That
being said, you are allowed to ask questions concerning the assignments and your classmates are
allowed to answer, as long as the conceptual framework is being discussed.
No posts asking questions that should be sent to one of the course mailboxes. For instance, "Could you
please let me know the status of my regrade request?"

If your Facebook post is removed, please do not take it personally. If you feel that you are being unfairly
censored, please feel free to drop a note to econ410-admin@unc.edu or me directly.

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html
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Homework Policies
Honor Code Policy
You can use the following resources to help you complete your HW assignments
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Anyone taking ECON 410-001 or ECON 410-002 this semester.
ECON 410 TA's
Me
Any economics book, whether in electronic or traditional form.
Course notes from another Intermediate Microeconomics course found online.
Math software, including www.wolframalpha.com.
Instructional websites, such as www.khanacademy.org.

Any other resource is considered an Honor Code violation. If you have any questions about a particular
resource, please do not hesitate to ask me prior to using it.

HW Help Sessions
Besides the normal EIM sessions, graduate TA's will hold additional HW Help Sessions during HW weeks.
The schedules for HW Help Sessions are as follows:
Tuesday

HW Handed Out

Monday

HW Help Session: 6-8pm GATBD

Tuesday

HW Help Session: 6-9pm GATBD

Wednesday

HW Help Session: 6-9pm GATBD

Thursday

HW Due

Within the HW Help Sessions, any question of the form "is this right", "is this wrong", or "how do I do this"
will not be answered. Instead, you should have worked through the problem to the best of your abilities
and have specific questions. Alternatively, if you truly are lost on a particular problem, you should bring in
a list of concepts which you think apply to the problem that the TA's can use to guide the session.
All questions specific to the HW should be addressed in the HW Help Sessions, not the EIM
sessions.
If a room has not been specified for an EIM or HW session, start on the bottom floor (basement) of Gardner
and look for a room with ECON 410 on the door or you see a TA/classmate you recognize. If you don’t find
one, try the next highest floor (1st floor). Repeat until you’ve checked up to and including the 3rd floor.

Grading Policies
HW's are due at the start of class on the day they are due.
The multiple choice portion of each HW will be graded automatically in Sakai, and no electronic
submissions will be accepted after the due date. Please plan accordingly and post your assignment early.
Due to the size of the course, technological glitches are not a valid excuse for a late assignment unless Sakai
has been down for more than 24 hours. That being said, if Sakai is giving you severe problems, e-mail an
Excel document with your answers to econ410-hw@unc.edu prior to the due date with an explanation.
The long-form portion will be graded by a TA according to a grading rubric I will provide you. I will collect
the long-form portion at the start of the class. 10 minutes after class starts, I will not accept any additional
submissions. If you are having personal issues (car troubles, illness, etc.) preventing you from attending
class on the day a homework is due, scan your assignment and send it to econ410-hw@unc.edu prior to the
due date with an explanation. Alternatively, you may have a classmate turn in your assignment.
Your grade for each HW assignment is 100 times the sum of the total points you received (multiple choice
plus long-form) divided by the total number of points that were possible. For instance, if HW2 has 62 total
points and you received 56 points, your grade is 100*56/62=90.3%. Please note each HW assignment has a
different number of total points, but each HW is weighted equally.

Regrade Requests
Requests for a regrade must adhere to the following rules:
1.

2.

All Regrade Requests must be made within 2 weeks of the day on which the assignment
was returned. Unfortunately, due to the size of the class there can be no exceptions to this rule
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Barring a major technological failure, there will be no regrade of multiple choice questions unless an

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html
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3.

4.

error is found. If you believe a multiple choice was graded incorrectly, please email econ410admin@unc.edu. If you are unsure why a particular multiple choice question was correct or incorrect
after reviewing the answer key, please attend an EIM session or email econ410-concepts@unc.edu.
If you feel the long-form portion of your HW was graded incorrectly, please fill out the Regrade
Request Form found in the Quick Links to the left and here. Staple the Request form to your HW and
hand it in at the start of class. Please note that there is an element of subjectivity in grading long-form
questions. If your Regrade Request is of a subjective nature ("I think I deserve 8 points and you only
gave me 7"), your Request will likely be rejected.
If you submit a Regrade Request, I reserve the right to regrade your entire assignment, which could
potentially lower your grade.

To offset the strict HW rules a class of this size requires, your lowest HW grade will be
dropped from your HW average.

Regrade Request Rejection
If your Regrade Request is rejected and you disagree with the explanation, come see me during my office
hours to appeal your Request. Please note the odds are fairly low that I will overturn the original grade, but
it is possible if there is a relatively severe misunderstanding.

Grading
All graded components fall under the jurisdiction of the Honor Code. If you have any questions concerning
the Honor Code Policy for this course, please ask.

Grade Scale
Letter grades are computed from the total points earned during the semester and assigned based on the
following scale. There is no maximum number of A's nor B's awarded. However, in previous courses 20%25% of my students have earned an A- or A, 30%-40% have earned a B-, B, or B+, and 20%-30% have
earned a C-, C, or C+. Due to the size of the class, this grade scale is firm. In other words, if you earn an
89.99%, you will receive a B+.
Grade

If your final class score is...

A

94-100%

A-

90-93.99%

B+

86-89.99%

B

82-85.99%

B-

78-81.99%

C+

70-77.99%

C

65-69.99%

C-

60-64.99%

D+

58-59.99%

D

55-57.99%

F

0-54.99%

Grade Breakdown/Schedule
Your grade will consist of 4 components. Please note there is no extra credit in this course.
Portion

Clickers

%

10%

Date

Description

Daily

For each class, the percentage of
the available clicker points you
receive will make up your daily
score. Your overall clicker score
(not to exceed 100) will be the
higher of the two following
scores:
1.

2.

The average of your daily
clicker scores plus a 10
point curve.
Your Midterm score, as
defined below.

Each Midterm consists of 10
Multiple Choice questions and 2

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html
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Long-Form questions.
z

z

3 Midterms

Midterm 1 - H, 2/20
Midterm 2 - H, 3/27
Midterm 3 - H, 4/17

45%

z

Midterm 1 will cover
concepts from HW1-HW3.
Midterm 2 will cover
concepts from HW4-HW5.
Midterm 3 will cover
concepts from HW6 and
HW7.

Your Midterm score will be the
average of your highest 2
Midterm scores.

Final

HW

25%

20%

Section 001 (2:00 class):
M, 5/5; 12pm-3pm
Section 002 (3:30 class):
T, 4/29; 4pm-7pm

HW1 - 1/21
HW2 - 2/6
HW3 - 2/13
HW4 - 3/6
HW5 - 3/20
HW6 - 4/10
HW7 - 4/17 (Non-graded)

Comprehensive final covering
all aspects of the course. The
Final will consist of 28 Multiple
Choice questions.
A mix of Multiple Choice and
Long-Form questions. Your
HW score will be the average
score of your 5 highest-scored
assignments.
Your grade for each HW
assignment is 100 times the
sum of the total points you
received (multiple choice plus
long-form) divided by the total
number of points that were
possible. Please note each HW
assignment has a different
number of total points.

Midterm/Final Plicies
Missed Midterm Policy
If you miss 1 Midterm, your Midterm score will simply be the average of your other two Midterms. If you
miss 2 Midterms, you will receive 0 points for the second Midterm unless you have a documented illness,
are participating in a University-sanctioned activity, or the assignment falls on a major religious holiday
that has the potential of affecting your performance. Where applicable, you must provide documentation
from a coach or doctor and fill out an Excused Absence Form that can be found under Quick Links or here.
If your Excused Absence Form is approved, your third Midterm will replace the score of the missed
Midterms.

Missed Final Exam Policy
Per UNC rules, you must have a valid excuse from the Dean to take the Final Exam at a time other than the
schedule time. Details can be found here. If you miss the Final Exam and do not have an excuse from the
Dean, you will receive a score of 0% on your Final.

Cheat Sheets
For each Midterm, you are allowed to bring in one side of an 8.5 x 11" sheet of paper with anything on it
legible to your naked eye. For the Final, you are allowed to bring in all previous cheat sheets plus one
additional. Thus, for the final you are allowed to have four sides of 8.5 x 11" sheets of paper.

Calculator Policy
You are NOT allowed to use calculators during the Midterms or Final Exam. Using a calculator will be
considered an Honor Code violation.

Time Policy
Each Midterm is exactly 1 hour and 20 minutes. The Final Exam is exactly 3 hours. To ensure each student
has the same amount of time, these cutoffs are strict. If you are observed writing on your Midterm/Final
after the time limit has passed, you will receive a 10% penalty for each minute by which the limit has been
exceeded. For instance, if you are observed writing 2 minutes after the time limit has passed, you will
receive a 20% penalty.

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html
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To avoid a last-minute rush, please make sure to bubble your scantron in early.

Disabilities
If any student will require assistance or appropriate academic accommodations for a disability, please
contact me after class, during office hours, or by individual appointment. You must have established your
eligibility for disability support services through the Division of Student Affairs, Disability Services.

Office Hours
Office Hours
Unless otherwise notified, I will be in my office from 5:00pm-6:00pm every Tuesday and Thursday during
which classes are being held.

Flex Office Hours
By appointment, I will also be available most Wednesdays by appointment. To schedule an appointment,
use Sign-Up in Sakai. I have 15-minute slots and 30-minute slots available. For the most part, I will be
unavailable for Office Hours on Mondays and Fridays unless it is an emergency.

PeerWise
PeerWise
To access additional practice materials, you are encouraged to use our PeerWise course page. PeerWise is
an online repository of multiple-choice questions that are created, answered, rated, and discussed by
students. Early in the semester, the repository is populated with questions created in previous semesters.
This grows gradually as the course progresses and students author and contribute relevant questions. All
activity remains anonymous to students, however instructors are able to view the identity of question and
comment authors.
PeerWise provides a number of learning opportunities to students, such as designing questions, creating
plausible multiple-choice distracters ("wrong answers"), writing explanations, answering questions, and
evaluating quality.
Because the questions are student-generated and rated via. crowdsourcing, the difficulty and style of
questions can differ from those seen on Midterms. As such, PeerWise should not be your primary studying
tool, but instead be used as a complementary source of practice. When asked about how they integrated
PeerWise into their study routine, students from prior semesters stated:
z

z

z

z

z

"The questions were never too difficult but a good review when I finished the practice exams and
homework and had time left over. I would say that PeerWise is a good review to use after you feel very
comfortable with the material. You can use it to drill in the concepts over and over so that when you see
questions on the test there are no surprises about the possible ways a question would be asked."
"I thought Peerwise was pretty helpful. When there was a specific concept that I was having trouble
understanding, PeerWise was the first place I would go to practice those type of questions. A lot of the
questions were easier than those on your tests and homeworks, but I thought it was a good place to test
my basic knowledge of concepts."
"I did enjoy using PeerWise, and also found it useful. I would just be sure to emphasize to students that
they only go for the highest difficulty questions, as many of the more popular (and easier) ones aren't
extremely helpful."
" I found PeerWise valuable in that it helped me understand what exactly was being asked in class.
Also, thinking of topics that would make for a good question helped me both pay attention in and
attend classes."
"I study best by working through practice problems, so I really liked PeerWise. Some questions were
easy (or basically your questions with different numbers), but others made me think about information
in a new way. While the questions weren't as helpful as questions you posted, they were still useful."

As you post PeerWise questions, please offer an Explanation for your answer, as well as list the relevant
topics to which the question refers.
As you answer PeerWise questions, please rate the questions (only takes a second) and offer feedback if
appropriate (if, for instance, you disagree with the answer). This will make the question bank even stronger
for your classmates.

PeerWise Logistics
Site: http://peerwise.cs.auckland.ac.nz/at/?unc_edu
Course ID: 6987

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html
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Identifier: Your onyen
Help videos can be found in Sakai under Resources/PeerWise on the following topics:
z
z
z
z

Registration
Creating A Text Question
Creating a Question with Graphics
Answering a Question

If you have any issues, please email econ410-admin@unc.edu.

Frequently Asked Questions
"I forgot my clicker today. Can I write down the answers and submit them?"
Due to the difficulty of keeping track of 500+ potential hand-written submissions, I instead
curve the clicker points by 10%. This curve incorporates all the reasons you might not have
your clicker on a specific day (forgot it, dead battery, missed class, etc.) This curve is
equivalent to 2-3 days worth of clicker points.
"I registered my clicker incorrectly. What should I do?"
Please do not re-register your clicker. Instead, email econ410-admin@unc.edu and include
your first name, last name, onyen, pid, and clicker device id.
"My old clicker died and I got a new one. What should I do?"
Please do not register your new clicker. Instead, email econ410-admin@unc.edu and let us
know you got a new clicker. Make sure to include your onyen, pid, and new clicker device id.
"Can you tell me if I registered my clicker correctly?"
Due to the size of the class, we cannot verify every clicker. Instead, approximately every
week we will post the clicker scores in Sakai/Post'Em. If you received points for the day, you
are registered correctly.
"I was in class today. Why didn't I receive any clicker points?"
Check the following causes, in this order
1.
2.

3.

Do you have a valid TurningTechnologies clicker model?
Are you clicking correctly? To click a particular response, you only press the desired
optioned and nothing else. For instance, if you want to select option 2, you should only
press "2". When you do so, the light on your clicker should turn a solid green.
When you click in class, does the light turn solid green?
a. If yes, then you likely have a registration problem. If you have not registered,
do so following the instructions here. If you have registered, email econ410admin@unc.edu and provide as much information as possible.
b. If no, but you do see a red light or a blinking red/green light, then you are
likely on the wrong channel. Change the Channel to 41. Generally, this is
done by hitting "Channel" then "41" then "Channel".
c. If no, but you see no light, then you might have a dead battery. The clicker
battery can be replaced with a standard watch battery you can find at most
drug stores.

If none of these steps have helped (and you are sure you don't have a broken clicker), email
econ410-admin@unc.edu and provide as much information as possible.
"Why is my Clicker score the higher of two options?"
I want to give you an incentive to come to class, without making it explicitly mandatory. As
such, if you feel you can excel in the course without coming to class, your Midterm score can
take the place of your Clicker score. However, it should be noted that historic precedent
indicates that it is extremely rare that an individual's Midterm score exceeds her Clicker
score, given that the median Clicker score (with the curve) is generally 100%.
"I've been using my clicker all semester long but received a 0% for my final grade? What
should I do?"
It is extremely important that you verify your clicker scores in Sakai/Post'Em throughout
the semester to make sure you are registered correctly, your clicker is working correctly, etc.
If you did not and you realize you have no clicker scores at the end of the semester, your first
step is to email econ410-admin@unc.edu with your clicker device id to see if it was a
registration problem. If it was, we will be able to find your points. If, however, it is not a

http://www.unc.edu/~petranka/Econ410Website/Econ410Website.html

1/6/2014

ECON 410

Page 10 of 10

registration issue (for instance, your clicker was on the wrong channel throughout the year,
your battery was dead, etc.), you will unfortunately not be able to receive any points.
"I bubbled in the wrong answers on my Midterm/Final scantron. Can I get partial credit?"
Unfortunately, to ensure fairness and remove subjectivity, we have to be strict on scantron
grading. The answers on your scantron are the answers on which your grade is based,
regardless of what is written on the test itself.
"My scantron score was lower than I expected. Could you check to see if the scantron
machine graded it incorrectly?"
Email me directly and I can manually grade your scantron. Make sure to include your name,
section, and onyen. Please note scantron grading issues are very rare, but possible (for
instance, if you bubbled in the wrong sequence number). Note if your score was above a 40,
it's unlikely there was a grading issue.
"Is there a curve?"
Yes, but it is built into the course scores as specified here. Specifically, I drop your lowest
Midterm and your lowest HW. I also give you a 10% curve (not to exceed 100%) on your
clicker score. Also, my Grade ranges are fairly large, especially in the middle ranges. For
instance, a 60 is a C-.
"Is there extra credit?"
No. The reason I do not offer extra credit is that if everyone knows about it, it's not really
extra credit. It's just another assignment, since I incorporate the curve and opportunity for
extra credit into the Grade scale . If some people don't know about it (for instance, if a
specific student asks for extra credit at the end of the semester), then I'm treating my
students differently, which I make every attempt to avoid. To give you an idea of what I
mean, imagine an individual has a grade going into the final that would ensure if she got a
100% on the exam her final grade would end up with an 89.8. Given the strict grade cutoffs,
she knows there is no chance her grade could flip from a B+ to an A-, so she decides to spend
more time studying for another exam and ends up with a final grade of 89.0. Now imagine
another student is in the exact same predicament but studies a bit more for the final and
ends up with the 89.8. If I then offer a 0.5 point extra credit assignment, the second student
can receive an A-, but the first cannot. However, had the first student known the extra credit
would have been available, she might have been able to allocate her study time in a different
way, ensuring the A-.
"I got an 89.8. Is there anything I can do to raise my grade?"
I completely empathise with this question, as I understand how frustrating it is to be on the
cutoff for a particular grade. Unfortunately, however, the answer is no. The reason is
twofold. First, I believe selective extra credit leads to an inequality in how I treat different
students, which I make every attempt to avoid. Second, with a class of this size, if I move the
Grade scale down by even 0.1, I am sure to have moved the cutoff up against another
student. This once again introduces an element of inequality, as I was willing to move the
scale for one student, but not the new student for whom the cutoff now applies.
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